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News and Events

Announcing Semester Calendar
Beginning in Fall 2010, GSU will adopt a semester-based academic calendar. The semesterbased calendar coincides with the academic schedules of most universities throughout the
country. This updated schedule will ease student transition from community colleges to GSU,
better serve returning students with families and employment, and make GSU summer
courses more accessible to students from other institutions.
For the past 40 years, GSU has operated under a trimester-based academic calendar. “The
trimester system that has served GSU through its first decades will now give way to a more
flexible calendar that will address the needs of our current and future students through the decades to come,” said Dr.
Elaine P. Maimon, President of GSU.
The new academic calendar offers 15-week Fall and Spring semesters and an 11-week Summer session. The Fall 2010
semester begins August 30 and ends December 12, 2010. The Spring 2011 semester begins January 18 and ends May
8, 2011. The Spring semester will also include a week long spring break, which is new to GSU. The Summer 2011
session begins May 23 and ends August 7, 2011.
Applications are accepted and processed for each new semester up to the conclusion of the open registration periods.
Registration dates have been modified to fit the revised academic calendar and best serve students’ needs.

For more information about the new semester calendar, visit www.govst.edu/semesters. This website includes
resources for communicating information about the change to community partners such as site supervisors and
community college program advisors. It also includes a FAQ with answers to questions about the change and the
academic calendars for the next three years. Specific questions about the change can also be submitted via this site.

IT Service Upgrade

The following online services will be unavailable from noon on Sunday, January 17 through approximately 3 p.m. on
Monday, January 18 during a Jenzebar CX system upgrade:
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Math and Sculpture Become One
What can Paul Bunyan’s giant foot teach us about mathematics? And how can teachers use GSU’s Nathan Manilow
Sculpture Park to show the relationship between numbers and art?
Dr. Dianna Galante, Associate Professor of Mathematics, believes the sculpture park is filled with practical lessons
about numerous mathematical concepts. During the fall trimester, she assigned students in two Math Methods courses
to devise lessons involving sculptures on GSU’s campus. Dr. Galante’s classes are required for students seeking to
become certified math teachers in grades six through 12.
“Every time I drive to work, I look at the sculptures,” said Galante. “One day, I
thought, ‘Aren’t they beautiful? And look at all the math that’s here.’”
As a result, Galante assigned her students to come up with one-page worksheet
lessons based on a piece of art in the sculpture park. The lessons were meant to
be incorporated into field trips to the sculpture park.
Paul, GSU’s depiction of the larger-than-life folk hero Paul Bunyan, can be
used to demonstrate ratios and proportions. One proposed lesson asks young
mathematicians to measure the lumberjack’s foot, compare it to their own, and
calculate the height of the statue through the use of a simple equation.
Another student proposed measuring the triangles in Art Ark, located in the Hall of Governors. Yet another suggested
that students make drawings, envisioned from above, of the multiple planes and angles of Illinois Landscape No. 5.
The spirals of Passage, located in GSU’s interior courtyard, can teach a lesson about Fibonacci sequences found in
Nautilus shells and other natural phenomenon.
“I was very pleased with the students’ response to this assignment,” Galante said. “They developed ways to teach
mathematical concepts. They also showed how middle and high school students visiting the sculpture park can
connect with art, which is a valuable experience.”

Glass Ceiling Broken
The CBPA’s own Dean Ellen Foster Curtis was recently mentioned in the Chicago Tribune. Foster
Curtis attended a luncheon at Roosevelt University with female leaders from other area universities.
They discussed their success and the challenges they faced on the way.
View the full article on the Tribune website.

Let's Get Fit in the News
The January edition of Family Time Magazine includes an article about GSU'S Let's Get Fit program with
comments from several of GSU's own. Julia Jamison of Human Resources explains how the program got started and
several participants share their success stories.
Copies of the magazine are available for free at various locations around the university and around the south suburbs.

University Quality Childcare
Don’t forget to register your child for the excellent and convenient childcare services
offered at the GSU Family Development Center.
The FDC offers childcare Monday through Thursday, from 4 to 8 p.m., for children ages
three to 12. Supervised activities include homework and computer time, indoor gym and
outdoor play activities, and use of creative play materials, books, and videos. Nourishing
snacks are provided.
The cost is only $20 per child per evening. The is no registration fee. Prepay for 12
evenings and receive an additional three evenings for free, a savings of $60. Multiple child
discounts are also available. Children of Pell Grant recipients are eligible for a 75 percent
discount. Transportation is not provided.
For more information, visit the FDC website or call 708.235.7300.

A Day On -- Not A Day Off
While the university may be closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day, the Celebration Committee is sponsoring a
celebrating Dr. King’s life, achievements, and message on January 18, at The Center for Performing Arts. The pre
program begins at 10:30 a.m. with the formal program beginning at 11 a.m.
The keynote speaker is Reverend Dr. Albert Sampson, Pastor, Fernwood United Methodist Church of Chicago. Rev.
Sampson was actively involved in the Civil Rights Movement and was ordained by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at
Ebenezer Baptist Church in 1966. He is also a Governors State University alumnus.
This event is free and open to the public.

Dr. Harry Wong on Campus
The definitive voice on classroom management, Dr. Harry Wong, will review strategies and offer insight to educators
on January 28, from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., in The Center for Performing Arts.
Dr. Wong is one of the most admired educational speakers of our times and author of The First Days of School.
Wong’s presentation is sponsored by the Metropolitan Institute for Leadership in Education (MILE) of the College of
Education.
Pre-registration is required. The fee for this daylong presentation is $50 per person. For more information and to
register, visit the MILE website at www.gsu-mile.org or call 708.534.4024.

Welcome Winter 2010
Winter 2010 Welcome Days will be held today, January 11, and Tuesday, January 12, from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., in the
Hall of Governors. Students are encouraged to visit the display tables to learn about the many organizations and
services available at GSU.

Secretary of State Services for Everyone
The Secretary of State’s Mobile Service Unit will be at GSU again on Tuesday, January 12, from 1:30 to 7 p.m., in the
Hall of Governors.
Services available at the mobile service unit include driver’s license renewal, replacement, and corrections; State ID
card renewal, replacement, and corrections; vehicle sticker sales; passenger and b-truck license plates, vehicle title
and registration, parking placards for persons with disabilities; and organ/tissue donor information. In addition, vision
tests and the written driver’s license exam can be taken. No driving tests will be given.
Customers may also purchase vehicle registration renewal stickers for license plates, passenger vehicle license plates,
and B-Truck plates. The services provided are available to all qualified Illinois residents. State law allows driver’s
license renewal up to one year in advance. Proper identification is required for new and duplicate driver’s licenses and
state ID cards. Acceptable forms of payment include personal checks, cash, MasterCard, American Express, and
Discover credit and debit cards.
For information and a complete list of acceptable forms of identification, call 708.534.4550 or visit the Mobile
Service Unit website. www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

Winter 2010 Book Cards
The Office of Financial Aid offers a $300, $500, or $700 book card advances to assist eligible students with the
purchase of books and supplies.
Students who meet the following criteria are eligible:
1. Completed a 2009/2010 Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and
awarded financial aid;
2. Admitted to a degree-seeking program at GSU;
3. Registered in at least six credit hours;
4. Maintain satisfactory academic progress; and
5. Have enough financial aid to cover tuition and fees, in addition to the $300, $500, or
$700 book card advance.
The book card amount is based on the number of hours for which the student is registered at the time of book card
pick up. Eligible students receive only one card in one denomination per term and are not allowed to increase the
amount on the card.
Book cards distribution for the Winter 2010 trimester continuing through January 15. The following schedule
provides the dates, times, and locations of book card distribution.
Hall of Honors - Room D-1490
Monday, January 11

9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Office of Financial Aid - Room C-1310
Tuesday, January 12

9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, January 13
Thursday, January 14
Friday, January 15

9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
9 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.

For places and times, visit the office of Financial Aid website, www.govst.edu/finaid or call 708.534.4480.

Docents Lead the Way
Volunteer docents at the Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park help park visitors to the park
understand its 26 pieces of art, and the meaning and motivations behind the art and the
artist. Training for the 2010 docent class of docents begins February 4. Volunteers
interested in learning about art and sharing their knowledge are encouraged to join.

“Docents lead tours, host programs and receptions, and act as ambassadors of the park,” explains Geoff Bates,
Director and curator of the park. “This is a great way to get involved, to learn about contemporary sculpture, and meet
interesting people.”

Docent orientation consists of seven evening sessions spread over a 12-week period and a morning tour of the
sculpture park. Session topics include park history, an introduction to the history of sculpture, presentations on each
piece in the collection, and pointers on how to conduct tours of the sculpture park.

Docent training sessions are conducted on Thursdays, beginning February 4 and continuing through April 15, from
6:30 to 8 p.m. The final session is a tour of the park on Saturday, April 17, from 8:30 a.m. to noon. Light refreshments
and materials are provided. Advance registration and a $30 fee are required.

For more information on the park docent program and other volunteer opportunities, call ext. 4486, email the park, or
visit the website.

GMAT Prep Class

The College of Business and Public Administration (CBPA) at Governors State University is offering GMAT
preparation courses. The non-credit courses prepare students who plan to take the GMAT, an admission requirement
for many graduate programs.
The GMAT Basic Math Refresher Series helps students relearn math concepts and skills such as fractions, decimals,
basic algebra, and basic geometry. The class will be held on Saturdays, January 16, 23, and 30, from 9 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. The cost for all three sessions is $150.
The GMAT Prep Series concentrates on the quantitative and verbal sections of the GMAT. Topics to be reviewed
include data sufficiency, ratios and proportions, word problems, fractions, and percentages, as well as reading
comprehension, critical reasoning, sentence correction, and analytical writing. This series will be offered on
Saturdays, February 6, 13, 20, 27 and March 6 and 13, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., in room B2202. The cost of the six
sessions is $300.
Both the Basic Math Refresher and the GMAT Prep Series may be taken for $425. Classes are taught by GSU faculty.
Registration and payment is required before the first class. For more information or to register, contact the CBPA

Advising Office at ext. 4391.
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Math and Sculpture Become One
Intro to Meditation
January 27
5 - 7 p.m.
Engbretson Hall

Dr. Harry Wong
Presented by MILE
January 28
8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Ctr. for Perf. Arts
Registration required
$50
708.534.4024

Hubbard Street Dance

January 2008
December
2007
November
2007
October 2007
September
2007
August 2007

January 28
8 p.m.
Ctr. for Perf. Arts

What can Paul Bunyan’s giant foot teach us about mathematics?
And how can teachers use GSU’s Nathan Manilow Sculpture Park
to show the relationship between numbers and art?

Harmonious Wail
January 30
8 p.m.
Ctr. for Perf. Arts

Dr. Dianna Galante, Associate Professor of Mathematics, believes
the sculpture park is filled with practical lessons about numerous
mathematical concepts. During the fall trimester, she assigned
students in two Math Methods courses to devise lessons involving
sculptures on GSU’s campus. Dr. Galante’s classes are required for
students seeking to become certified math teachers in grades six
through 12.

Commencement
February 6
11 a.m.
Tinley Park
Convention Center

Indoor Mini Biathlon
February 15-26
$15 registration
www.govs.edu/recft

“Every time I drive to work,
I look at the sculptures,” said
Galante. “One day, I thought,
‘Aren’t they beautiful?
And look at all the math
that’s here.’”
As a result, Galante assigned
her students to come up with
one-page worksheet lessons
based on a piece of art in the
sculpture park. The lessons
were meant to be incorporated into field trips to the sculpture park.
Paul, GSU’s depiction of the larger-than-life folk hero Paul
Bunyan, can be used to demonstrate ratios and proportions. One
proposed lesson asks young mathematicians to measure the
lumberjack’s foot, compare it to their own, and calculate the height
of the statue through the use of a simple equation.
Another student proposed measuring the triangles in Art Ark,
located in the Hall of Governors. Yet another suggested that
students make drawings, envisioned from above, of the multiple
planes and angles of Illinois Landscape No. 5. The spirals of
Passage, located in GSU’s interior courtyard, can teach a lesson
about Fibonacci sequences found in Nautilus shells and other
natural phenomenon.
“I was very pleased with the students’ response to this
assignment,” Galante said. “They developed ways to teach
mathematical concepts. They also showed how middle and high
school students visiting the sculpture park can connect with art,
which is a valuable experience.”

Glass Ceiling Broken

The CBPA’s own Dean Ellen Foster Curtis was
recently mentioned in the Chicago Tribune. Foster
Curtis attended a luncheon at Roosevelt
University with female leaders from other area
universities. They discussed their success and the

challenges they faced on the way.
View the full article on the Tribune website.

Let's Get Fit in the News

The January edition of Family Time Magazine includes an
article about GSU'S Let's Get Fit program with comments from
several of GSU's own. Julia Jamison of Human Resources explains
how the program got started and several participants share their
success stories.
Copies of the magazine are available for free at various locations
around the university and around the south suburbs.

University Quality Childcare

Don’t forget to register your child for
the excellent and convenient childcare
services offered at the GSU
Family Development Center.
The FDC offers childcare Monday
through Thursday, from 4 to 8 p.m., for
children ages three to 12. Supervised
activities include homework and
computer time, indoor gym and outdoor
play activities, and use of creative play
materials, books, and videos. Nourishing
snacks are provided.
The cost is only $20 per child per
evening. The is no registration fee. Prepay for 12 evenings and
receive an additional three evenings for free, a savings of $60.
Multiple child discounts are also available. Children of Pell Grant
recipients are eligible for a 75 percent discount. Transportation is
not provided.
For more information, visit the FDC website or call 708.235.7300.

A Day On -- Not A Day Off

While the university may be closed for Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
the Celebration Committee is sponsoring a celebrating Dr. King’s
life, achievements, and message on January 18, at The Center for
Performing Arts. The pre program begins at 10:30 a.m. with the
formal program beginning at 11 a.m.
The keynote speaker is Reverend Dr. Albert Sampson, Pastor,
Fernwood United Methodist Church of Chicago. Rev. Sampson
was actively involved in the Civil Rights Movement and was
ordained by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at Ebenezer Baptist
Church in 1966. He is also a Governors State University alumnus.
This event is free and open to the public.

Dr. Harry Wong on Campus

The definitive voice on classroom management, Dr. Harry Wong,
will review strategies and offer insight to educators on January 28,
from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., in The Center for Performing Arts.
Dr. Wong is one of the most admired educational speakers of our
times and author of The First Days of School. Wong’s presentation
is sponsored by the Metropolitan Institute for Leadership in
Education (MILE) of the College of Education.
Pre-registration is required. The fee for this daylong presentation is
$50 per person. For more information and to register, visit
the MILE website at www.gsu-mile.org or call 708.534.4024.

Welcome Winter 2010

Winter 2010 Welcome Days will be held today, January 11, and
Tuesday, January 12, from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., in the Hall of
Governors. Students are encouraged to visit the display tables to
learn about the many organizations and services available at GSU.

Secretary of State Services for
Everyone

The Secretary of State’s Mobile Service Unit will be at GSU again

on Tuesday, January 12, from 1:30 to 7 p.m., in the Hall of
Governors.
Services available at the mobile service unit include driver’s
license renewal, replacement, and corrections; State ID card
renewal, replacement, and corrections; vehicle sticker sales;
passenger and b-truck license plates, vehicle title and registration,
parking placards for persons with disabilities; and organ/tissue
donor information. In addition, vision tests and the written driver’s
license exam can be taken. No driving tests will be given.
Customers may also purchase vehicle registration renewal stickers
for license plates, passenger vehicle license plates, and B-Truck
plates. The services provided are available to all qualified Illinois
residents. State law allows driver’s license renewal up to one year
in advance. Proper identification is required for new and duplicate
driver’s licenses and state ID cards. Acceptable forms of payment
include personal checks, cash, MasterCard, American Express, and
Discover credit and debit cards.
For information and a complete list of acceptable forms of
identification, call 708.534.4550 or visit the Mobile Service Unit
website. www.cyberdriveillinois.com.

Winter 2010 Book Cards

The Office of Financial Aid offers a $300, $500, or $700 book card
advances to assist eligible students with the purchase of books and
supplies.
Students who meet the following criteria are eligible:
6. Completed a 2009/2010 Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and awarded
financial aid;
7. Admitted to a degree-seeking program at
GSU;
8. Registered in at least six credit hours;
9. Maintain satisfactory academic progress; and
10. Have enough financial aid to cover tuition and
fees, in addition to the $300, $500, or $700
book card advance.
The book card amount is based on the number of hours for which
the student is registered at the time of book card pick up. Eligible
students receive only one card in one denomination per term and
are not allowed to increase the amount on the card.
Book cards distribution for the Winter 2010 trimester continuing
through January 15. The following schedule provides the dates,
times, and locations of book card distribution.

Hall of Honors - Room D-1490
Monday, January 11

9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Office of Financial Aid - Room C-1310
Tuesday, January 12

9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, January 13

9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Thursday, January 14

9 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Friday, January 15

9 a.m. to 4:45 p.m.

For places and times, visit the office of Financial Aid website,
www.govst.edu/finaid or call 708.534.4480.

Docents Lead the Way

Volunteer docents at the Nathan
Manilow Sculpture Park help park
visitors to the park understand its 26
pieces of art, and the meaning and
motivations behind the art and the
artist. Training for the 2010 docent
class of docents begins February 4.
Volunteers interested in learning about art and sharing their
knowledge are encouraged to join.

“Docents lead tours, host programs and receptions, and act as
ambassadors of the park,” explains Geoff Bates, Director and
curator of the park. “This is a great way to get involved, to learn
about contemporary sculpture, and meet interesting people.”

Docent orientation consists of seven evening sessions spread over a
12-week period and a morning tour of the sculpture park. Session
topics include park history, an introduction to the history of
sculpture, presentations on each piece in the collection, and
pointers on how to conduct tours of the sculpture park.

Docent training sessions are conducted on Thursdays, beginning

February 4 and continuing through April 15, from 6:30 to 8 p.m.
The final session is a tour of the park on Saturday, April 17, from
8:30 a.m. to noon. Light refreshments and materials are provided.
Advance registration and a $30 fee are required.

For more information on the park docent program and other
volunteer opportunities, call ext. 4486, email the park, or visit
the website.

GMAT Prep Class

The College of Business and Public Administration (CBPA) at
Governors State University is offering GMAT preparation courses.
The non-credit courses prepare students who plan to take the
GMAT, an admission requirement for many graduate programs.
The GMAT Basic Math Refresher Series helps students relearn
math concepts and skills such as fractions, decimals, basic algebra,
and basic geometry. The class will be held on Saturdays, January
16, 23, and 30, from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The cost for all three
sessions is $150.
The GMAT Prep Series concentrates on the quantitative and verbal
sections of the GMAT. Topics to be reviewed include data
sufficiency, ratios and proportions, word problems, fractions, and
percentages, as well as reading comprehension, critical reasoning,
sentence correction, and analytical writing. This series will be
offered on Saturdays, February 6, 13, 20, 27 and March 6 and 13,
from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., in room B2202. The cost of the six
sessions is $300.
Both the Basic Math Refresher and the GMAT Prep Series may be
taken for $425. Classes are taught by GSU faculty.
Registration and payment is required before the first class. For
more information or to register, contact the CBPA Advising
Office at ext. 4391.
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